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TWO CENTURIES OF RARELY SEEN AMERICAN DRAWINGS 
FROM THE CMA COLLECTION GO ON VIEW APRIL 19 

CLEVELAND — Starting Sunday, April 19, the Cleveland Museum of Art will show 120 
rarely exhibited drawings and watercolors from its permanent collection. Entitled American 
Drawings from the Permanent Collection, this exhibition will feature works from most of the 
major movements in American art since the time of the American Revolution. These works of 
art on paper will be shown in the prints and drawings galleries through Sunday, July 12, 1998. 

Unlike most of the museum's paintings or sculptures, these works are not normally on 
view because both the paper and the media — especially watercolor — are vulnerable to 
damage from exposure to light. Admission to this exhibition is free. 

The American Drawings in the show cover a wide range, from Benjamin West's circa 
1792 Head of a Screaming Man, to Charles Demuth's watercolor still life of Gladioli (1920), 
to Ellsworth Kelly's masterful exploration of color. Study for Red, Green, Blue from 1964. 

Assistant Curator of Drawings Carter Foster chose the works for the show. “We found 
that defining an artist as 'American' is not always straightforward. Benjamin West was a 
transplanted colonial painter who spent most of his career in England,” said Foster. “William 
Rickarby Miller, on the other hand, was bom and trained in England but settled permanently in 
this countiy and tirelessly focused his energy on the American landscape. These two artists 
exemplify the dialogue with Europe that runs through much of the history of the visual arts in 
the United States.” 

Highlights include several drawings by Ohio-bom Charles Burchfield, sketchbooks and 
individual sheets by Impressionist painter Maurice Prendergast, and works by one of the finest 
watercolorists ever, Winslow Homer. 
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Drawings from the late 18th and 19th centuries include sheets by John Singleton Copley, Frederic 
Edwin Church, William Sidney Mount, and J.A.M. Whistler. CMA holdings from the 20th-century 
include exemplary works by Thomas Hart Benton, Jacob Lawrence, and Franz Kline. The most recent 
work on view is a 1997 graphite drawing by Terry Winters, Application Domains (11). 

Co-organizing the exhibition with Foster was Curator of American Paintings Henry Adams. The 
exhibition's Patron Sponsors are Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Horvitz. Promotional support has been provided 
by WCPN 90.3 FM. 

* * * 

The following public events are planned to enhance visitors' understanding and appreciation of 
these artists' techniques and of the extensive span of American art history 7 covered in the exhibition. 
Gallery Talks 

“American Drawings in the CMA,” Saundra Stemen, instructor 
Wednesday, May 20 1 :30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 21 2:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 24 1 :30 p.m. 

Curator's Lecture 

“Making Sense of American Drawings,” Henry Adams, Curator of American Paintings 
Friday, May 1, 7 p.m. 

Videos 

Videos run continuously during museum hours. A new title begins each Sunday. All are from the series 
by Robert Hughes, art critic for Time, on the history of American art and architecture. 

April 19 American Visions: The Republic of Virtue 

April 26 American Visions: The Promised Land 

May 3 American Visions: The Wilderness and the West 

May 10 American Visions: The Gilded Age 

May 1 7 American Visions: A Wave from the Atlantic 

May 24 American Visions: Streamlines and Breadlines 
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